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cases. Any individual may appear in a
trademark or other non-patent case in
his or her own behalf. Any individual
may appear in a trademark case for (1)
a firm of which he or she is a member
or (2) a corporation or association of
which he or she is an officer and which
he or she is authorized to represent, if
such firm, corporation, or association
is a party to a trademark proceeding
pending before the Office.

§ 10.15 Refusal to recognize a practi-
tioner.

Any practitioner authorized to ap-
pear before the Office may be sus-
pended or excluded in accordance with
the provisions of this part. Any practi-
tioner who is suspended or excluded
under this subpart or removed under
§ 10.11(b) shall not be entitled to prac-
tice before the Office.

§§ 10.16—10.17 [Reserved]

§ 10.18 Signature and certificate of
practitioner.

(a) Except where a copy, including a
photocopy or facsimile transmission, of
a personally signed piece of cor-
respondence is permitted to be filed
pursuant to § 1.4 of this chapter, every
piece of correspondence filed by a prac-
titioner on behalf of himself or herself
or representing an applicant or a party
to a proceeding in the Patent and
Trademark Office must bear an origi-
nal signature personally signed in per-
manent ink by such practitioner except
for correspondence which is required to
be signed by the applicant or party.
The signature of a practitioner on cor-
respondence filed by the practitioner,
regardless of whether the correspond-
ence has an original signature or is a
copy, including a photocopy or fac-
simile transmission, of correspondence
bearing an original signature, con-
stitutes a certificate that:

(1) The correspondence has been read
by the practitioner;

(2) The filing of the correspondence is
authorized;

(3) To the best of practitioner’s
knowledge, information, and belief,
there is good ground to support the
correspondence, including any allega-
tions of improper conduct contained or
alleged therein; and

(4) The correspondence is not inter-
posed for delay.

(b) Any practitioner knowingly vio-
lating the provisions of this section is
subject to disciplinary action. See
§ 10.23(c)(15).

[58 FR 54503, Oct. 22, 1993]

§ 10.19 [Reserved]
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§ 10.20 Canons and Disciplinary Rules.

(a) Canons are set out in §§ 10.21, 10.30,
10.46, 10.56, 10.61, 10.76, 10.83, 10.100, and
10.110. Canons are statements of axio-
matic norms, expressing in general
terms the standards of professional
conduct expected of practitioners in
their relationships with the public,
with the legal system, and with the
legal profession.

(b) Disciplinary Rules are set out in
§§ 10.22—10.24, 10.31—10.40, 10.47—10.57,
10.62—10.68, 10.77, 10.78, 10.84, 10.85,
10.87—10.89, 10.92, 10.93, 10.101—10.103,
10.111, and 10.112. Disciplinary Rules
are mandatory in character and state
the minimum level of conduct below
which no practitioner can fall without
being subjected to disciplinary action.

§ 10.21 Canon 1.

A practitioner should assist in main-
taining the integrity and competence
of the legal profession.

§ 10.22 Maintaining integrity and com-
petence of the legal profession.

(a) A practitioner is subject to dis-
cipline if the practitioner has made a
materially false statement in, or if the
practitioner has deliberately failed to
disclose a material fact requested in
connection with, the practitioner’s ap-
plication for registration or member-
ship in the bar of any United States
court or any State court or his or her
authority to otherwise practice before
the Office in trademark and other non-
patent cases.

(b) A practitioner shall not further
the application for registration or
membership in the bar of any United
States court, State court, or adminis-
trative agency of another person
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